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BIBLIOGRAPHIC CITATION 
 
Any publication or other presentation based in whole or part on the data and documentation supplied by 
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At least one copy of any published work or report based in whole or part on the dataset will be 
deposited with the South African Data Archive. Please indicate the title and number of the study 
utilised. 
 
 
 
LIMITATION OF LIABILITY 
 
The Archive and the depositor of the dataset supplied to the user bear no legal responsibility for their 
accuracy or comprehensiveness. 
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STUDY DESCRIPTION 
 
SADA 0115: 
 
TITLE: South African Demographic and Health Survey, 1987 
 
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATORS: Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC)  
 
DEPOSITOR: Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC) 
 
SERIES DATA: 
Series name: Principal Investigator: Currently available: 
South African Demographic and 
Health Survey 
Human Sciences Research 
Council 
1987 
South African Demographic and 
Health Survey 
Dept. of Health, South Africa 1998 
South African Demographic and 
Health Survey 
Dept. of Health, South Africa 2003 
 
ABSTRACT: The Demographic and Health Survey is mainly concerned with the determination of 
fertility, infant mortality rates and closely related issues. Questions surrounding respondent’s 
background, reproduction, contraception, health and breastfeeding, marriage, fertility preferences, and 
husband’s background and woman’s work were asked. This study consists of two datasets, one 
household dataset and the other an individual dataset, the respondent being a female of reproductive 
age that has already given birth or who is married or exposed to pregnancy. Females qualifying for the 
individual interview schedule were chosen from the responses to household (cover) questionnaire. 
 
GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION: South Africa. 
 
IMPORTANT VARIABLES: Type of dwelling, reproduction, health and breastfeeding, 
contraception, marriage, fertility preference, husband’s background and woman’s work amongst others. 
 
DEMOGRAPHIC VARIABLES: Standard, general demographic and biographic information such as 
place of residence, age, educational qualifications, religion and language amongst others. 
 
UNIVERSE: Females of reproductive age that have already given birth or who are married or exposed 
to pregnancy. 
 
METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION – SAMPLING. Random samples of clusters of households, 
representative of the main lifestyles in every participating state or region were selected. 
 
FIELDWORK AGENCY: Human Sciences Research Council conducted the fieldwork as described 
in the method of data collection above. 
 
TYPE OF INSTRUMENT: Structured interview schedule/questionnaire.  
 
UNITS OF OBSERVATION: One case/unit equals one person/respondent. 
 
WEIGHTING: No weighting 
 
DATE OF DATA COLLECTION: 1987 
 
EXTENT OF DATA COLLECTION: 2 data files in SPSS and hardcopy documentation and 
questionnaire. 
 
 
Main Individual Questionnaire Dataset 
 
Number of cases:   21 842 
Number of records:   21 842 
Number of records per case:  1 
Logical Record Length:  80+ 
Number of Variables:   100 
Number of Kilobytes:   19,180KB 
    
Household (Cover) Questionnaire Dataset 
 
Number of cases:   14 048 
Number of records:   14 048 
Number of records per case:  1 
Logical Record Length:  80+ 
Number of Variables:   +/-65 
Number of Kilobytes:    SPSS 2,287KB 
   SPSS Export 3,734KB 
 
 
 
